A nationwide evaluation of the academic performance of male and female optometry students.
The number of women entering optometry has risen steadily over the last two decades. The present study is a nationwide evaluation of the academic performance of male and female optometry students graduating in 1986. The data presented was obtained through the cooperation of 12 of the 15 U.S. schools and colleges of optometry. Factors which were investigated include preoptometry grade point average (GPA), GPA at the end of the first two years of optometry school, GPA for the second two years of optometry (calculated independently from the first two years GPA), Optometry College Admission Test (OCAT) scores, class rank at graduation and awards received at graduation. This analysis revealed very little difference in overall academic performance between male and female optometry students.